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Th HISTORY of SIGNS. 


[ From the Looker-on. ] 


ITH refpeé to the hiftory of figns, itis a fubje@, part 

of which, I am well aware, has been pre-occupied by 

the Spectator ; but a great deal remains yet to an attentive ob= 

ferver ; and in this fairy world new and myfterious phenomena 

are continually arifing to tempt conjecture, and excite in 
veftigation. 

As to the moral purpofes tobe anfwered by this enquiry, [ 
cannot boaft much of them, unlefs you will allow that it affords 
an ufeful leflon, by occafioning us to reflect whata ftrange fort 
of creation we fhould gather around us, if_ we were left to con= 
trive for ourfelves, and in to what an unaccountable perplexity 
we fhould throw the whole economy of nature, if fhe were once 
to fubmit her work to our correction. 

Though I am well convinced that fign-pofts are no modern 
invention, but of confiderable antiquity, yet I believe that the 
Buth, which ftill keeps its place at country wakes, and which 


_ufedto be hung up at the door of almoft every cottage, to 


fignify that the owner had tapped a freth barrel of beer, was the 
indication generally adopted in very carly times. I have never 
read the Greek or Roman writings in a view to this object, but 
have no doubt of their exiftence among them. Ihave fome- 
where feen ad bubula tapita at the Sign of the Bull’s Head 5 
and [ recollect a paflage in Quintilian to this purpele, Taber= 
ne erant circa forum, ac feutum illud figni gratia pofitum— 


Vols XXVI. 671. 4D ; “ There 
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“¢ There were fhops about the market-place, and that fhicld 
was put up by way of fign.” I fhall engage no further, 
however, in this deep part of the enquiry, but fhall begin with 
the creation of thofe monftrous productions which frgn-poft 
painters have been accufed of introducing, but which in reality 
are to be charged to the heralds. The Golcen Gr.ffin, the 
Green Lion, the Black Swan, and the Blue Boar, are nothing 
more than a Griffin, or; 2 Lion, vert; a Swan, fable; and a 
Boar, azure; the fimple heraldic diftin@tion of the neighbours 
ing Lord Paramount in the feudal times, and adopted as a fign 
by fuch of his tenants as opened houfes for the reception of the 
public. The fame fyftem fill prevails in every part of the 
kingdom; and amattentive traveller, who is converfant with 
heraldry, may know what families are the principal proprietors 
of the eftates over which he pafles, without afking the 
queftion. Thus, in North Wales, the upright Hand, and the 
Eagles, will inform him whether he is upon the tercitorics of 
the Myddeltons or the Wynnes. The Eagle and Child, com- 
monly called, in Lancafhire, the Bird and Baby, ferves in like 
manner to point out the eftates of the Earl of Derby, who 
bears that device for his creft. 

When there is occafion to paint over again an heraldic fign, 
the fcientific part being little attended to, it frequently happens, 
that only the principal component parts of the arms are retain- 
ed upon the new board 5. to which circumftance we owe the 
Three Tuns, the Three Goats, the Three Swans, the Three 
Pretty Pigs, and innumerable trios of the fame kind. The 
moft re(peGable clafs of figns isthat of fuch as relate to hif- 
torical fubjeéts ; fome of thefe record minute facts which 
might other wife have been loft to pofterity, I remember to 
have fent at Sherfton, in Wiltihire, a fign called the Rattle- 
bones : Upon making enquiry into the fignification of fo ob- 
fcure a name, which was not at all explained by a half-oblite- 
rated painting on the fign-poft, | learned that it was intended 
to commemorate a Britifh hero, who, in fighting againft the 
Danes, received a dreadful wound in the abdomen, and who, in 
this critical fituation, by holding atile again{t the wound, pre- 
ferved his ow life till he found means to take away that of his 
enemy. ‘The claffical fign of the Pick-my-toe relates to the 
well-known ftory of the Roman, who would not ftop to pick a 
thorn out of his foot before ine nad delivered his meflage. “The 
Rofe and Crown itill reminds us of the badges of the Houfes 
of York and Lancafter. The William of Walworth, re- 
prefented in the act of arrefting Wat Tyler, is very properly 
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chofen as a fign at the place whence he took his name. The ref» 
toration of Charles the Second introduced among us the come 
mon fign of the Royal Oak ; and to the Houfe of Hanover 
we owe the troops of White Horfes which pranced upon the 
fign-pofts of our Whig Inn-keepers. I fuipeét that the Hole 
in the Wall alludes to fome obfcure hiftorical fact. 

Sacred ftory has not been negleéted by thefe hiftorical fign- 
painters 5 nor have they forgotten the myfterious character of 
the original in their unintelligible mode of reprefentation, In 
Chandos-ftreet, a dragon fupporting a bell, infinuates the ftory 
of Bell andthe Dragon. The Two Spies, the Baptift’s Head, 
the Noah’s Ark, and the Jacob’s Well, {till belpeak a certain 
orthodoxy in the landlord, which, by an -ealy tranfition, we 
carry to his ale and October. Among the few figns which 
propriety has fuggefted, I have remarked a portrait of Simon 
the Tanner of Joppa, at Bermondiey, and Elifha’s raven at a 
butcher’s fhop in the Borough, with a mutton-chop in its 
mouth. The King or Queen’s head, on the fign-poft of an 
inn, affords a pretty {ure criterion by which we may guefs the 
date of its original eftablifhment, as the reigning monarch 
always lends his countenance upon thefe occafions. Some- 
times indeed, on frefh painting the fign, the old King is depoted, 
and a new monarch reigns in his ftead; but noj landlord that 
feels for the antiquity of his houfe will fuffer this revolution to 
take place. Henry the Eighth is ftillto be feen at Lambeth 5 
and confidering his hoft-like appearance, I wonder more frees 
doms have not been taken with his perfon in this way. A 
Queen Elizabeth is as fcarce as an Otho. There are but few 
Charles’s, perhaps becaufe the head of a Stuart was thought an 
uncertain tenure: A greater proportion of King William, 
who is properly enough exhibited where the liquor of his coun 
try is fold ; more of Queen Anne than of George the Firft ; 
and feveral of the late King. A royal progrels produces a 
numberof new King’s heads : On thefe occafions the painters 
work fafter than the horfes travel; and I have known his Ma- 
jefty’s nofe and chin get the ftart of him bya full quartcr of a 
mile. Biographical figns frequently occur in the cities of 
London and Weftmintter ; and they are generally placed with 
due regard to the refidence or place of refort of the perfons 
whom they reprelent—as the Effex Head, the Sir John Falttaff, 
the Sir Paul Pindar, the Whittington and his Cat, and many 
more of the famekind. A practice that will enable our Eog- 
lith biographers to decide between contending cities, in 
naming the birth-place of an illuftrious character, 
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The devices of our tradefmen might in general bear a 
much ftronger relation than they do to their feveral occupations: 
Some indeed are lefs unhappy than others, The peacock 
under a rainbow, is well enough chofen for a filk-dyer ; the 
wheat-fheaf is a good cmblem for..a corn-chandler; and the 
ham and chickenare not much amis for a cook’s fhop. The 
naked boy with a pair of breeches in his band, in Monmouth- 
ftreet, makes a more forcible appeal to us than the unwearied 
courtefy of the bowing-beggar-prince himfelf, ftriding from 
one frontier to the other of his raggedempire. The head of 
Sir Walter Raleigh very properly overlooks the door of a dea- 
ler in tobacco, as we owe the introduétion of the plant to that 
iluftrious Admiral. Many tradefmen are contented with the 
reprefentation of the article in which they deal; and this would 
be perfectly unexceptionable, were it not that the mercantile 
principle of turning every thing to money had induced them 
to cover their figus with gold. Every obje& is feen by them 
through this jaundiced medium ; and we have golden boots, 
gollen periwigs, golden razors, golden hams, and golden {ugar 
loaves. As for the fifh, they alllook as if they came out of 
Pactolus’s ftream. The cook in Rag-fair, who hangs out 
every morning a piece of raw-becf, has hit upon avery natural 
mode of announcing his occupation ; while the Great A and 
the Bouncing B, at a printer’s door, is perfectly in charaCter. 

The bee-hive, as emblematical of induttry, might be adopted 
by any trade; but l obferve it is moft frequently ufed by the 
linen-drapers. ‘The Adam and Eve. too is a favourite with 
thein, being intended to exhibit the contraft between the vege- 
table-drapery of our fisft anceftors, and the varied decorations 
of amodern drawing-room. ‘The ingenuity of the fifterhood, 
in the fabrication of laceand the ornamental article of female 
attize, may account for the fign of the Three Nuns at a mile 
Jener’s fhop; and I find great fault with Nun and Crucifix, mil- 
leners, in York-ftreet, Covent-garden, for fuffering a device fo 
fuited to their names and profeffions to efcape them. If thefe 
Jadics, on a matter of fuch moment, thought it neceflary to be 
furnithed with a precedent, i could have iupplied them with one 
on the grave authority of Batt. Pigeon, of famous memory 5 
who, in the adoption of three pigeons for his fign, fhewed it to 
be his opinion that a coincidence of name was a -fufficient 
apology. Why a haberdafher fhould live at the Hen and 
Cuickens, I cannotimagine, or a tea-dealer at the fign of the 
Gratshopper; uniefs we fuppofe a tranfition from one bufinefs 
to another in thefame fhop, without regard to the confequent 
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anomaly of the figns: Indeed, unlefs for this way of account 
ing for it, the adoption of figns has fometimes fuch little 
foundation, that it would look almoft like Egyptian idolatry. 

We thould beat a lofs to guefs at the meaning of the leathe 
ern doublet at a greatironfoundery in the Borough, were we 
not informed that it was placed there by the firit inftitutor of 
the manufacture, who, from a very humble beginning, rpfe to 
diftinguifhed opulence, as a reprefentation of the identical 
doublet which he wore when he firft came up to the metropolis. 
The Z’s, an ancient fign at grocer’s fhops, look very enig- 
matical; butI am told they allude to the word zinziber, or 
ginger, and intimated the fale of that article. Many have 
been the conjectures about the fign of the Good Woman, 
which is ufed by the colour-men; and very undeferved jokes 
have been pafled upon the fair fex on this occafion, Werelto 
hazard an opinion upon fo delicate a fubje€, it would be, that 
at the time when every trade and occupation had its patrone 
faint, male or femalé, the colour-men fixed upon fome good 
woman who had loft her nead by anaccident not uncommon in 
the days of faintthips « The origin and meaning of the barber’s 
pole has afforded alioa great field for conjecture: It is ge- 
nerally, however, (uppofed to allude to the joint occupation 
which they formerly profefled ; and its ewifted ornament has 
been thought to reprefent the fillet which they ufed in bleeding. 

I cannot quit thefe gentlemen without beftowing upon them 
the praife they fo richly deferve for the moderation of their 
terms, and their fteadfaft adherence to their original price, while 
the charges for every other article in life is fo improving upon 
us. This moderationis particularly commendable in men of 
genius and literature; and under this head Lintroduce to your 
notice Mr. Puff, who has infcribed the following couplet over 
the entrance of analley in Shoreditch ; 

“ Up this court lives A. Puff, 
« Shaves fora penny, and thinks it A. Nuff.” 


(To be continued.) 





An Account of the Eruption of Mount Vefuvius in Fune 
and Fuly, 1794. 


(Continued from Page 445+) 





eae 22d of July, one of the new craters, which is the 
nearcft to the town of Torre del Greco, threw up 
both 
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both fire and fmoke, which circumftance, added to that of 
the lava’s retaining its heat much longer than ufual, feems to 
indicate that there may ftill be fome fermentation under that 
part of the volcano. The lava ia cooling often cracks, and 
caufes a loud explofion, juft as the ice does in the glaciers in 
Switzerland ; Such reports are frequently heard now at the 
Torre del Greco; and as fome of the inhabitants told me, 
they often fee a vapour iffue from the body of the lava, and 
taking fire in air, fall like thofe meteors vulgarly called falling 
fiars. 

The darknefs occafioned by the fall of the afhes in the 
Campagna Felice extended itfelf, and varied, according to 
she prevailing winds. On the 1gth of fune it was fo dark 
at Caferta, which is fifteen miles from Naples, as to oblige 
the inhabitants to light candles to midday; and one day during 
the eruption, the darknefs {pread over Beneventum, which is 
thirty miles from Vefuvius. 

The Archbifhop of Taranto, in a letter to Naples, and 
dated from that city the 18th of June, faid, “ We are involved 
ina thick cloud of minute volcanic afhes, and we imagine 
that there muft be a great eruption either of Mount Etna, 
or of Stromboli.” The Bifhop did not dream of their. have 
ing proceeded from Vefuvius, which is about 250 miles from 
Taranto. We have had accounts alfo of the fall of. the afhes 
during the late eruption at the very extremity of the province 
of Lecce, which is ftill farther off; and we have been affured 
hikewife, that thofe clouds were rcplete with ele@rical matter : 
At Martino, near Taranto, a houfe was {truck and much dae 
maged by the lightning from one of the clouds, In the ace 
‘counts of the great eruption of Vefuvius in 1631, mention is 
made of the extenfive progrefs of the afhes from Vefuvius, 
and of the damage done by the ferilli, or volcanic lightning, 
which attended them in their courfe. 

I muft here mention a very extraordinary circumftance in- 
deed, that happened near Sienna in the Tufcan ftate, about 
eighteen hours after the commencement of the late eruption 
of Vefuvius on the r5th of June, although that phenomenon 
may have no relation to the eruption; and which was com- 
municated to me in the following words by the Earl of Briftol, 
Bithop of Derry, in-a letter dated from Sienna, July 12, 
3794: 

“ In the mid of a moft violent thunder-ftorm, about a 
dozen ftones of various weights and dimeations fell at the feet 


of different people, men, women, and children; the ftones are 
of 
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of a quality not found in any part of the Siennefe territory; 
they fell about eighteen hours after. the enormous eruption of 
Veluvius, which circumftance leaves a choice of difficulties 
in the folution of this extraordinary phenomenon: Either 
thefe ftones have been generated in this igneous mals of 
clouds, which produced fuch unufual thunder, or, which is 
equally incredible, they were thrown from Vefuvius at a dif- 
tance of at leaft 250 miles; judge then of its parabola. The 
philofophers here incline'to the firft folution. I with much, 
Sir, to know your fentiments. My firft objeQion was to the 
fact itfelf; but of this there are fo many eyewitnefles, it feems 
impoflible to withftand their evidence, and now J am reduced 
toa perfect {cepticifm. 

His Lordthip was pleafed to fend me a piece of one of the 
largeft ftones, which when entire weighed upwards of five 
pounds; [ have feen another that has been fent to Naples 
entire, and weighs about one pound. The outfide of every 
ftone that has been found, and has been afcertained to have 
fallen from the cloud near Sienna, is evidently frelhly vitrified, 
and is black, having every fign of having pafled through ar 
extreme heat; when broken, the infide is of a light-grey co- 
lour mixed with black fpots, and fome fhining particles, whica 
the learned here have decided to be pyrites, and therefore it 
cannot be a lava, or they would have been decompofed. Stones 
of the fame nature, at leaft as far as the eye can judge of 
them, are frequently found on Mount Vefuvius: And when 
I was on the mountain lately, I fearched for fuch {tones near 
the new mouths, but as the foil round them has been covered 
with a thick bed of fine afhes, whatever was thrown up during 
the force of the eruption lies buried under thofe afhes. 

Should we find fimilar ftones with the fame vitrified coat 
on them on Mount Vefuvius, as I told Lord Briftol in my, 
anfwer to his letter, the queftion would be decided in favour 
of Vefuvius ; unlels it could be proved that there had been, 
about the time of the fall of thete {tones in the Sanefe terri- 
tory, fame nearer opening of the earth, attended with an 
emiffion of volcanic matter, which might very well be, as the 
mountain of Radicofani, within 50 miles of Sienna, is cer- 
tainly volcanics I mentioned to his Lordfhip another idea that 
firuck me. As we have proofs dering the late eruption of a 
quantity of afhes of Vefuvius having been carriedto a greater 
diftance than where the ftones fell in the Sanefe territory, and 
mixing with a ftormy cloud, have been collected together juft 
as haiittenes are fometimes into lumps of ice, in which fhape 
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they fall; and might not the exterior vitrification of thofe 
Jumps of accumulated and hardened volcanic matter have been 
occafioned by the action of the electric fluid on them? The 
celebrated Father Ambrofio Soldani,-Profefior of Mathe~ 
maticks in the univerfity of Sienna, is printing there his dif- 
fertation upon this extraordinary phenomenon; wherciny as 
I have been aflured, he has decided that thofe ftones were ge- 
nerared in the air indepe:.dantly of volcanic affiftance. 

Until after the 7th of July, when the laft cloud broke over 
Vefuvius, and formed a tremendous torrent of mud, which 
took its courfe acrofs the great road between Torre del Greco 
and the Torre dell’ Annunziata, and deftroyed many vine- 
yards, the late eruption could not be faid to have finithed, al- 
though the force of it was over the 22d of June, fince which 
time the crater has been ufually vifible. The power of attrac- 
tion in mountains is well known ; but whether the attractive 
power of a volcanic mountain be greater than that of any 
other mountain, is a queftion: All l can fay is, that during 
this laft eruption every watery cloud has been evidently at- 
tracted by Vefuvius, and the fudden diflolution of thofe clouds 
has left fuch marks of their deftruGlive power on the face of 
the country, all round the bafis of the volcano, as will not foon 
be erafed. Since the mouth of Vefuvius has been enlarged, 
T have feen a great cloud pafling over it, and which not only 
was attracted, but was fucked in, and difappeared ina moment. 

After every violent eruption of Mount Vefuvius, we read 
of damzge done by a mephitic vapour, which coming from 
under the ancient lavas, infinuates itfelf into low places, fuch 
as the cellars and wells of the houfes fituate at the foot of the 
volcano, After the eruption of 1767, I remember that there 
were feveral inftances, as in this, of people going into their 
Celiars at Portici, and other parts of that neighbourhood, have 
ing been {truck down by this vapour, and who would have 
expired if they had not been haftily removed. Thete occa- 
fional vapours, and which are called here mofete, are of the 
fame quality as that permanent one in the Grotta del Cane, 
near the lake of Agnano, and which has been proved to be 
chiefly fixed air. The vapours that in the volcanic language 
of tis country are called fumaroli, are of another nature, aud 
iffue from {pots all over the fielh and hot lavas while they are 
cooling ; they are fulphureous and (uffocating, fo much fo that 
often the bircs that are fying over them are'o.erpowered, and 
fall down dead; of which we have had many examples during 
this eruption, particularly of woodpigeons, that = ” 
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found dead on the lava. Thefe vapours depofit a cruft of ful- 
phur, or falts, particularly of fal ammoniac, on ‘the fcoriz of 
the lava through which they pafs; and the {mall eryftais of 
which they are compofed are often tinged with a deep or pale 
yellow, with a bright red like cinnabar, and fometimes with 
green, or anazure blue. Since the late eruption, many pieces 
of the fcoriz of the frefh lava have been found powdered 
with a lucid fubftance, exactly like the brighteft feel or iron 
filings. 

(To be continued.) 
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An ANECDOTE, 








HERE is a tradition in Scotland, that a dram of brandy 
produced the reftoration of Charles the Second. The 
meffenger from the Parliament of England had brought let- 
ters from that aflembly to Monk whilft he remained at Edia=' 
burgh. He was at length entrufted by the Parliament with a 
letter to the Governor of Edinburgh Caftle. This circum- 
ftance he mentioned to one of Monk’s ferjeants, as he was 
going toward the Caftle. The ferjeant faw fomething unufual 
in this, and prevailed upon the meffenger to drink a dram of 
brandy with him at a neighbouring alehoufe ; from one.dram 
they proceeded to another, till the ferjeant made his friend fo 
drunk that he was enabled to take the letter out of his pocket 
without his being confcious of it. This being done, he pofts 
to his General with the letter, who,, on perufing:its contents, 
found that it: contained an order to the Governor of the 
Caftle to arreft him, and keep him clofe in cuftody.: 

Provoft Baille fays, * Monk came to Berwick inthe middle 
of December 1659, and lay in the fields in a very cold win-~ 
ter, near Coldftream, with 6 or 7000 foot, and with 2000 horfe. 
Many of our Scotch noblemen came to him at Berwick, and 
offered to raife quickly for his fervice all the power of Scot- 
land. But the moft of his officers refufed it, fearing the 
ftumbling of their army and friends in England; for as yet 
all of them, in their right well-penned papers, did declare, as 
pofitively as ever, with divine atteftations againft ail Kings 
and Monarchy, and for a free Parliament, and all former prin- 
ciples,” 

Monk, however, paid very little regard to thefe violent pro- 
teftations ; for before that time, whilft he lay with his army at 
Coldftream Moor, in Scotland, his chaplain, Dr. Price, re= 
Vor. XXVI. 671, 4E prefented 
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prefented to him how much his obligation and his fafety were 
equally concerned to bring abaut the reftoration, and in com- 
plying with the defires of the greater part of the nation, who 
wifhed to have the government fettled in the old manner. 
‘Fhe General told him that he was confcioits of the truth of 
what he told him, and that be :fhould not be wanting therein, 
as foon as he fhould find himéelf in a capacity to effect its 
*¢ of which,’ ‘added hey “ I have. now fomewhat more hopes 
than formerly.”’ But on taking his leave of Dr. Price, he 
faid,’ putting his hand on his {word, “ By God’s grace I will 
do it.” 





Th SUNK VILLAGE, 
[From Ruffel’s Natural Hiftory of Aleppo.] 


O the weftward of Aleppo, at the diftance of about 
eleven miles, and three or four miles to the fouth of the 
village..of Hanjar, there is a remarkable cavity in the earth, 
known to the inhabitants by the name of the Sunk Village. 
It is fituated ‘in a little plain, lefs ftony, and better cultivated 
than the country around, which is remarkably rocky and un- 
even*, though no very high bill is in view nearer than Sheih 
Barakat to the north-wett. © This vaft cavity is nearly circu- 
lar, fomewhat of the form of a punch-bowl, being narrower 
towards the bottom than at the brim, which is 1589 feet in 
circumference, The fides, all round, confift of rock almoft 
perpendicular, to the depth of 170 fcet; after which the 
cavity contraGting, the rock is no longer vifible, on account of 
the carth and {mall loofe ftones which {eem to have fallen from 
above. The defcent is continued a confiderable way over the 
rubbith tothe bottom. The rock lining this ftupendous cavity 
is compoled of {everal horizontal ftrata, each about 14 feet 
thick, in the» interftices ‘of which are many holes, or fiflures, 
that afford fheltcr to birds, batsy and winged infe&s, ‘The 
fabftance of the ruck itlelf is compofed of coral, and various 
fea-fhel!s, incrulted and confolidated by means of a calccrous 
matter, aloft as white as foow, unlefs where it has been dif- 
coloured by the foil wafhed down by the rain... It is:rather an 
arduous enterprize to get fafe to the bottom, and {carcely.to be 
attempted 


* Like a large traéton the'wef coal of Scotland, deferibed by 
Captain Newte in his ‘Tour in England and Scotland, 
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attempted but on the eaftern fide, where the defcent is fome- 
times by winding footpaths, and irregular footfteps in the fide, 
at other times through holes of arches inthe folid rock, Half- 
way down, on the right band, is the entrance into a low- 
roofed grotto, at the farther end of which are two apertures 
like windows, from whence the profpect of the whole is 
flriking and romantic; a vasiety of trees, fhrubs, and plants 
fhooting out from the fides of the precipice, or growing luxus 
riantly at the bottom. 

There are no fprings to be feen, nor any ftagnant water 5 
but, befides many large pieces of rock that have tumbled down 
from the fides, there are at the bottom feveral oblong fquare 
hewn ftones, exactly like the ftones found among the ruins 
of a deferted village, which ftands at a little diftance from the 
brink of the cavity. Between thefe ruins and the cavity 
there is a very deep well or pit‘for corn: As likewife a grotto. 
intended for fheep and cattle. 

It does not appear whence a notion entertained by the 
Franks fhoeld have arifen, that this chafm was produced by 
an earthquake. The natives have no traditionary tale of fuch 
a kind, bat regard it as a natural production as old as the creae 
tion. Its form has fomewhat the form.of a crater; but there 
are no veftiges of lava,.nor other appearances of a volcano, 
cither near it, or in the neighbouring country. Some tra- 
vellers have made mention of a volcano about nine hours dif- 
tant from Scanderoon. 





Account of fome fhocking Enormities committed by the 
Tyrants in France. 


By Mis He M, WittiaMs. 





ISS Williams relates the ftory of a M.de M » who 

had taken refuge in a folitary habitation at a few leagues 

diftant from Avignon, and in the wildeft parts of that romantic 
country. 

Sueh was the fcene where M, de M fought for refuge, 
and where he fheltered himfelf from the rage of his ferocious 
perfecutors.. He had foon after the anguifh of hearing that his 
brother,.who had a place in the adminiftration cf one of the 
fouthern departments, and who had taken an active fide of the 
Gironde, had perifhed on the fcaffold. M, de M=-— found 
means to infurm his fifter-in-law of the place of his retiree 
4E 2 ment, 
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ment, to which he conjured her tohaften with her daughter, 
and fhare the little property which he had refcued from the 
general wreck of his fortune, His old fervant Marianne, who 
was the bearer of this meflage, returned, accompanied by his 
niece ; her mother was no more; fhe furvived only a few 
weeks the death of her hufband. -M. de M endeavoured 
to fu,ply to his niece the place ofthe: parents fhe had loft, 
She had too much fenfibility not to feel his tender cares, and 
often reftrained her tears in his prefence, becaufe they gave him 
pain. 

The fonof M. de M——., who, after having repeatedly ex- 
pofed his life during a long and perilous campaign in the 
fervice of his country, returned—to find his home defected, and 
his father an exile. The young man flew to his father’s 
retreat, where the firft object that met hiseyes was his lovely 
coufin, whom he had a few months before beheld in all the pride 
of beauty. Thefonof M. de M and Adelaide, who 
both poficfled an uncommon fhare of fenfibility, foon felt, that 
while all beyond the narrow cleft: which feparated the little 
valley from the reft of the world was mifery and diforder, what- 
ever could give value to exiftence was to be found within its 
favage boundary, in that reciprocal afte€tion which foothed the 
evils of the paft, andfhed a foft and cheering ray over the 
gloom of the future. From thofe dreams, thofe delightful illue 
-fions, they were awakened by a letter which a friend and fellow- 
foldier of young de M conveyed tohim, in which he con- 
jured him to return immediately to the army, if he would fhun 
being clafled among the fufpected or the profcribed. He bid 
adieu to his father and Adelaide with tears wrung from a bleed- 
ing heart, and tore himfelf away with an effort which it re 
quired all his fortitude to fuftain, Alas! this unfortunate 
young lady had far other pangs to fuffer than the tender res 
pinings of abfence from a beloved object. 

Some weeks after the departure of ‘her lovef, the department 
of Vanclufe and the mouth of the Rhone were defolated by 
Maignet. Twoprafcribed vidtims of his tyranny, who were 
the friends of M, de M , and knew the place of his re- 
treat, fought for an afylum in his dwelling. M.deM re- 
ceived his fugitive friends with affeGtionate kindnefs, Buta 
few days after their arrival their retreat was difcovered by the 
emiflaries of Maignet; the narrow pais of the valley was 
guarded by foldiers 5 the houfe was encompatied by a military 
force, and M, de M was fuminoned to depart with the 


confpirators whom he had dared to harbour. ‘This laft ftroke 
' his 
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his niece had no power tofuftain.) With frantic agony fhe 
knelrat the feet of him whocommanded the troop; fhe im- 
plored; fhe wept, fhe thricked; thea ftarted-up, and hung upon 
ber uncle’s neck, prefling him wildly in her arms. Some of 
the fuldiers propofed: conduGting her alfo to the tribunal ; but 
the leader.of the band, whether touched by her, diftrefs, or fear- 
ful that her defpair would be troublefome on the way, perfuaded 
them to leave her behind. She was dragged from her uncle, 
and locked in a chamber, from whence her fhrieks were heard 
by the unfortunate old man, till he had paffed the narrow cleft 
of the valley, which he was deftinedto behold no more. His 
fufferings were acute, but they were not of long duration, 
The day of bis arrival at Orange, he wasled before the popular 
commiffion, together with his friends, and from thence imme- 
diately dragged toexecution. 

Inthe mean time Mademoifelle de M , Feleafed by Ma- 
sianne. from the apartment where fhe had been confined, wane 
dered from morning till sight amid the wildeft recefies of the 
valley. . She was conftantly. followed by. her faithful fervant— 
who never loft fight of her afinglemoment. She often retired 
to a {mall nook near the torrent, where her uncle had placed a 
feat. Sometimes the feated herfelf on the bench; then flart- 
ed up, and throwing herfclf, on her knees before the {pot 
where her uncle ufed to fit, bathed it with floods of tears. 
“ Dearold man,”’ fhe wouldcry, “ your aged head !—They 
might have left me a lock of -bis grey hairs. When the fol- 
diers come for me, Marianne, you may cutoff a lock of mine 
for Charles.x—Poor Charles |—It is well he is gone.—l fee the 
guillotine behind thofe trees !—and now they drag up a weak 
old man !|—they tie him to the plank |—he bends !—Oh hea- 
vens !”” 

The acute affiiction with which young de M. heard of 
the murder of his father was ftill aggravated by the tidings he 
received from Marianne of the fituatiom of his beloved Ade- 
laide. He found means to obtain leave of abfence for a few 
weeks, and haftened to the valley. He found the habitation 
deferted—all was dark and filent. He left the houfe, and walk- 
ed with haity ftep along the valley: Ashe pafled a cavern of 
the rock he heard the voice of Adelaide. Adelaide caft up her 
eyes as he entered, and looked at him earneftly—he knelt by her 
fide, and prefled her hand to his bofom, * I don’t know you,” 
faid Adelaide. —* Not know me!” he cried ; * not know 
Charles !""— If you are Charles,” fhe refumed tulienly, 
* you’re come too late—"tis all over !—Poor old man!” the 
cried, 
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cried, rifing haftily from the ground, and clafping her hands 
together, * don’t you fee his blood on myclothes? I begged 
very hard for him.—lI told them I had no father or mother but 
him.—If you are Charles, be gone, be gone !—They’re 
coming—they’re on the way—TI fee them upon the rock !— 
‘That knife—that bloody knife.” A fhort time before the 
expired fhe recovered ber reafon, and employed her laft remains 
of ftrength in endeavours to confole her wretched lover. She 
grafped his hand, fixed her eyes on his, and died.: 

A peafant of d’Achecourt, a village near Arras, came to fell 
her butter in thetown. As the walkedalong a ftreet, fhe met 
a cart filled with victims who were going to execution. 
“ Voila,” {aid this poor creature with naivet?, “ voila des gens 
qui meurent pour bien peu de chofe !’?  Thote people here die 
for very little.” She was inftantly feized, and led to the tribue 
nalof Lebon. During her trial fhe held in her arms her “in- 
fant of three months old, whom fhe fuckled. When the heard 
her fentence of death, “ Quai |” faid the, “ qusi, pour ux 
mort que j'ai dit vous allez feparer l'enfant d’avec la mere ?” 
“ What! for that one word I faid, will’you part the child and 
its mother??? When fhe received the fatal ftroke, the ftream 
of maternal nourifhment iffued rapidly from her bofom, and, 
mingled with her blood, bathed her executioner. 

A military gentleman, who was confined in the prifon of the 
Abbey; told me that, after having pafled the night of the 27th 
of July inthe immediate expeGtation of being maflacred, all 
his fears were inftantly relieved by avery flight circumftance. 
The prifoners had long been denied the confolation of any in- 
terview with their friends: The utmoft privilege allowed them 
was that of writing upon the direction of the packets of linen, 
when they were fent to their houfes to be wafhed, or received 
from thence, after a very ftrict examination, “ ‘fe me porte 
bien.” “ Lam well.” Thewifeof this gentleman, to whom 
fhe was tenderly attached, ufed every day to write with an 
aching heart upon the packet, “ ‘fe me porte bien.” “ Ah, 
how welll am!” On the morning of the 28th of ‘July the 
packet arrived as ufual ; but one monofyllable, and one note of 
admiration was added tothe dire@tion, ** db, que je me porte 
bien}? ~=Withan emotion of cranfport which told him his 
misfortunes were at an end, he read thole little words that hailed 
the blefled augur. 





Some 
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Some ACCOUNT of the GREAT SPECKLED DIVER, 
Or LOON. 


S.a man was traverfing Wolmer. foreft-from. Bramfhot 
acrofs the moors, he found a large ancommon bird flet- 
tering in the heath, but not wounded, which he brought home 
alive. Onexamination it proved to be Colymbus glacialis Lina. 
the great fpeckled diver or loon, which is moft excellently 
deicribed in Willoughby’s ornithology. 

Every part and proportion of this bird is fo incomparably 
adapted to its mode of life, that in no inftance do we fee the 
wifdom ef God imthe creation tomore advantage. The-head 
is fharp, and {maller than the part of the neck adjoining, in 
order that it may pierce the water ; the wings are placed for 
ward and out of the centre of gravity, fora purpofe which 
fhall be noticed hereafter; the thighs quite at the podex, im 
order to facilitate diving ; and the legs are flat, and as fharp 
backward almoft as the edge of a knife, that in ftriking they 
may cafily cut the. water ; while the feet-are palmated, and 
broad for {wimming, yet fo folded up when advanced forward 
to taxe a frefh ftroke, as°to be full as narrow ays the‘fhank. 
The two exterior toes of the fect are longeft; the nails flat 
and broad refembling the human, which give ftrength and in 
creafe the power of {wimming. The foot, whem expanded, is 
not at right angles to the leg or body of the bird: But the exe 
terior part inclining toward the head forms an acute angle with 
the body 5 the intention being not to give motion in the line 
of the legs themlelves, but by the combined impulfe of both 
in an intermediate line, the line of the body, 

Mott people know, that have obferved at all, that the fwim- 
Ming of birds.is nothing more than a walking in the water, 
where one foot fucceeds the other as on the land; yet no one 
hae remarked that diving fowls, while under water, impel and 
row theaelves forward by a motion of their wings, as wel] as 
by the impulle of their feet; but fuch is really the cafe, as 
any perfon may eafily be convinced who will obferve ducks 
when hunted by dogs ia a clear pond. Nor has any one given 
a reafon why the wings of diving fowls are placed fo forward > 
Doubrlefs not for the purpofe of promoting their {peed in 
flying, fince that pofition certainly impedes it ; but probably 
for the increafe of their motion under water, by the ufe of 
four oars inftead of two; yet were the wings and feet nearer 
together, as in land birds, they would, when in action, rather 


hinder than affift one another. 
This 
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This Colymbus was of confiderable bulk, weighing only 
three drachms fhort of three pounds avoirdupois. It mea- 
fured in length from the bill to the tail (which was very fhort) 
two feet ; and to the extremities of the toes four inches more ; 
and the breadth. of the wings expanded. was forty-two inches. 
A perfon attempted.to eat the body, but found it very {trong 
and rancid, as isthe flefh of all birds living on fifth, Divers 
or loons, though bred in the moft northerly ‘parts of Europe, 
yet are feen with us in very fevere winters 5 andon the Thames 
are called {prat loons; becaufe they. prey much on that fort of 
fifh. 

The legs of the Colymbi and Mergi:are. placed fo very 
backward, and. fo out; of all centre of gravity, that thefe 
birds cannot walk at all. They are called by Lianzus come 
pedes, becaufe they move on the ground as if fhackled, or fete 
tered. 





REFLECTIONS. 


HEN a man is difpofed to reveal a fecret, and expect 

that it fhall be kept, he fhould ficft enquire whether he 

can keep it himfelf, This is good advice, perhaps a little in 
the /rifh way. 

All the wifdom in the world will do little, while a man 
wants prefence of mind. He cannot fence well that is not 
on his guard. Archimedes loft his life, being too bufy to give 
an ao{wer. ; 

Were men always {kilful, they would never ule craft or trea 
chery. That men are fo cunning, arifes from the littlenefs of 
their minds, which if it can conceal itelf in one part, quickly 
difcovers itfelf in another, 

Authors ought not to regard mere unqualified abufe. We 
cannot fay of a garrifoned town, that it is taken, merely be- 
caufe the encmy have thrown filth upon the wails. 

I have a right to hold my tongue, and to be filent at all 
times ; but if I {peak to another, | have no right to make him 
an{wer me juft as I pleafe. 

We ought not to truft the judgement of others concerning 
ourfelves ; for moft people who judge a man, take very little 
trouble in examining him, and depend entirely on outward ap- 
pearances. Few phylicians will pretend to know a patient’s 
cafe merely by looking at him. 

9. CURIOUS 
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CURIOUS SPECIMEN OF ORTHOGRAPHY. 


OU ples to fend a long fom fornerter for a coffen of white 
Y leters a Angela ftar and a flour pot: her age is 15 srs 
and 14 foot of lasén. 


wrt. = + s 





A Method to make Hens lay Eggs all the Winter. 


ATHER nettle-tops when going to feed. Dry them, 

and lay them by for ufe, Mix fome of this witha litcle 

broken hemp fecd and pollard in barley meal, and give them 
two or three pellets daily throughout the autumn. 





Anfwer, by F. Turner, of Langport, to the Charade, inferted 
Augufi 10. 


‘a enfhare a Bird yout Lime is laid, ’ 
Ard by BIRD-LIME they’re oft betray’d. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from P. of Dorfet; 
J. K. of Langport; J. Bulgin, of Wotton Baffet; William 
Goyne, and T. Taylor, of Lifkeard; Pellonia, Crediton ; 
W. I. of Ivybridge; J. Sanders, of Modbury; J. Sibley, near 
Bodmin; Wm. Hoare, of Dean Prior; J. Field, junior, of 
Staverton; T. Whicker, of Exon; T. Geach, of Wades 
bridge; W. Nedwab, of Plymouth-Dock; N. Coles, junior, 
of Crediton; .T. D, of Staverton; P. of Tregear; Philo; 
J. Bodkin, of Heathftock; and H. M. of Blatidford. 








4 CHARADE, by H. MM. of Blandford. 


M* firft it is a gentle blow; 
My fecond’s half a fcore; 


My third’s oft fet with precious ftones, 
And made of golden ore, 


If you thefe parts aright felect, 
And join in order true; 

You'll find the ladies often wear, 
My whole beneath their thoe. 
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"A QUESTION, by a Tregonian, 


IS Majefty’s thip Indefatigable, under the command of 
c thatfriend to his country, and ornament to his proftt- 
fion, Sir Edward Pellew, is fortified in the following manver : 
Wz. on-her-mainedeck 26 long 24 pounders, on her quarter~ 
deck 6 long 12 poundeis, 6 iron carronades 42 pounders, and 
one brafs 42 pound carronadé, taken. from the French, intended 
asa ftern-chafe, but will, 1 imagine, be honey-combed with 
the canker before it is ufed; off her fore-caftle 6 long 12 poun- 
ders, I fhould efteem it a favour if fome of your correfpond- 
ents would inform me what the relative force is between her 
and one of our old 50 gun fhips, which carried on her lower- 
deck.24 18 pounders, on her main-deck 24 12 pounders, and 
on her quarter-deck and fore-cattle, 6 9 pounders; the pow- 
der being of equal ftrength. 





A CHARADE, by yf, Cobley, of South Molton, 


EATED aloft a mighty hero fits 
Between the earth and {ky, whofe potent arm 

Flaming with fury, like.the arm of Jove, 
Scizes my fiery firft, red hot from Hell, 
And in an inftant, Jikea flath from Heav’n, 
Lays flat his engmieés before his face. 
Hard-hearted man! how ¢anft thou pluck my next, 
From the pure fide of {potlefs innocence 
To give the “ fata}arrow wings to kill,” 
And aét what from thy foul thou fhould'tt abhor ! 
Were I to tell the wonders of my whole, 
What grief it has occafioned, or what joy, 
O; what amazing things it has perform’d, 
Almoft furpafling credibility, 
‘The day would»prove too fhort, and night would clofe 
hi e half the tale were told; fuffice to fay 
My whole has made iramortal Milton’s.name; 

And will tranfmit to ages yet unborn 
That other bard of Britaim’s fea-girt ifle, 
Shakefpear, our nation’s pride, whofe’ fame fhall laf 
Tiil nature ‘efcken, and the world decay. 
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ines occafioned by hearing of his Mayjefty's late Efcape. 


- Happy, low lie down, 
Uneafy lies the head that wears a crown. 
SHAKSPEARE, 





REAT GEORGE ! unenvied ied hate, 
Be thine the fceptre and the crown ; 
Be mine a happier fubjeét’s fate, 
Beyond a siation’s {mile or frown. 


What tremors feize thy throbbing breaft! 
Sleep frighted from, thy pillow flies ; 
Kind courts me on the bed of reft, 
But fhuns the couch of icepured eyes. 


No daring wretch, with murd’rous hand, 
Attempts to rob me of my life; 

No boiftrous croud with loud: demand, 
Affault my earsin madd’ning ftrife. 


No martial fierce terrific guard, 
My wand’ring eafy paths attend ; 
My humbler ftate will danger ward, 
And poverty my breaft defend. 


Bencath grim tumult’s airy blaft, 
Secure I mark my happier lot ; 
Revenge ftalks on in eag er hatte, 
Nor eyes my fhelter’d mud-built cot. 


In lowly vale thus b] ooms the flow’r, 
Nor dreads the elemental ftroke; 
WwW he 2n Bo puffs his mightiett roar, 
That ehiraes: the Raridie 2 t lofty oak. 


J» DENOGHUR, 


taple. 
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On CLASSICK LEARNING. 


N clafick lear ning’ s mazy way 
Ih’ enamour’d youth may freely ftray ¢ 
‘There nature opensall her ftore, 
And charms on charms refulgent pour 3 


With 
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With Homer’s mufe high tow’ring rife, 

And mount, triumphantly, the fkies ; 

With Virgil in fmooth numbers flow, 

Or, with the banifh’d Ovid, weep at woe ; 

Like Terence draw dame nature fair ; 

With polith’d Horace laugh at care ; 

As Cicero, in every line 

Roll language nervous and divine, 

Diffolve the foe! in extacies, 

And raife (iike him) a fame that never dies. 
W.L.D. 


St. John’s College. 
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INVOCATION ¢# TASTE, 
Written in the Shed of the Bowling Green at Minehead. 


Cc of caprice! Ah whither flown? 

What objetts, wand’rer, lore thee hence 
And captivate thy vicious fenfe. 

Say to proud cities art thou gone? 


Seek’ ft thou the'noify hum of men, 
Where red ey’d diffipation reigns, 
And fever’d fathion madly gains, 

Remote from blushing virtue’s ken. 


Oh! turn, deluded maid, away, 
The world’s maddening pleafures {fpurn; 
To better fuired obje&s turn, 
And, in this peaceful fhed thy truant wand’rings flay. 


CLERICUS. 





SONNET, dy Mr. Bow es. 


He bleft with thee the path could I have trod 
Of quiet life, above cola want’s hari fate, 
(And little withing more) norof the great 
Envious, of their proud name; but it pleas’d God 
To take thee to his mercy ; thou didft go 
In youth and beauty, go to thy death: bed ; 
Ev’n whilft on dreams of biifs we fondly fed, 
Of years tocome of comfort !—Be it fo.— 
Ere this | have felt forrow ; and ev’n now 
(Tho’ fometimes the unbidden thought muft ftart, 
And half unmanthe miierabie heart) 
The cold dew I thall wipe from my fad brow, 
And fay, fince hopes of blifs on earth are vain, 
** Beit triend, farewell, till we do meet again ”’ 


oa 


